
REPORT  ON  NEWCASTLE  SENIOR  OPEN  TABLE  

TENNIS  GRAND  PRIX

HELD  11  TH  -12  TH   OCTOBER.  

Th r e e  me m b e r s  of  the  Je r s e y  tab l e  Te n n i s  As s o c i a t i o n  [Cra i g  Ga s c o y n e ,  

Ni c o l a  Du k e  an d  Jos h  Ba n d]  ma d e  the  lon g  tri p  to  the  fou r t h  of  the  

se a s o n ’ s  ma j o r  U.K.  tou r n a m e n t s .

P o t t e d  res u l t s  as  fol l o w s :

SATURDAY  11  TH  :  

• Women’s  Singles  Band  2 . Ex c e l l e n t  pe r f o r m a n c e s  by  Ni c o l a  

Du k e  be a t i n g  al l  thr e e  co m p e t i t o r s  in  he r  gr o u p  wh o  we r e  al l  

ran k e d  mu c h  hi g h e r  tha n  he r.  Th e  hig h l i g h t  be i n g  a  fiv e  se t  thr i l l e r  

ag a i n s t  Em i l y  St a n d i n g  fro m  Cu m b r i a .  Du k e  wa s  pe g g e d  ba c k  

fro m  a  2—0  lea d  to  pa r i t y  bu t  too k  the  fif t h  1 1/9  wi t h  som e  

co n t r o l l e d  dr i v e n  for e h a n d s .  Sh e  pr o g r e s s e d  to  the  se m i s  as  gr o u p  

2  wi n n e r  bu t  wa s  fin a l l y  be a t e n  by  the  No.3  se e d  Ch l o e  Wh y t e  in  

fou r  ga m e s .

• Women’s  Band  3 . Du k e  ha d  an o t h e r  ep i c  ba t t l e  an d  res u l t i n g  

wi n  in  thi s  re-ar r a n g e d  Ba n d  be f o r e  be i n g  el i m i n a t e d .  He r  ma t c h  

ag a i n s t  Jo s i e  Br u c e  fro m  Sc o t l a n d  [an  Isl a n d  Ga m e s  

rep r e s e n t a t i v e  for  Sh e t l a n d]  ha d  the  ma t c h  sco r e  of:  1 1/3,  19/17,  

7/1 1 ,  7/1 1 ,  1 1/4.

• Men’s  Singles  Band  4 . Jo s h  Ba n d  ha d  be e n  dr a w n  in  a  tri c k y  

gr o u p  an d  ha d  to  fac e  the  ex p e r i e n c e d  No.  4  se e d  Gr a e m e  Ba r e l l a  

in  hi s  fir s t  ma t c h .  De s p i t e  a  sp i r i t e d  pe r f o r m a n c e  Ba n d  los t  in  th r e e  

ga m e s ,  7/1 1 ,  3/1 1 ,  10/12.  Th i s  lef t  him  ha v i n g  to  wi n  hi s  ne x t  two  

gr o u p  ga m e s  to  ge t  to  the  kn o c k o u t  st a g e .  Th i s  se e m e d  a  tal l  

or d e r  as  bo t h  we r e  ap p r e c i a b l y  hig h e r  ran k e d  bu t  the  15  ye a r  ol d  

De  La  Sa l l e  st u d e n t  rec o r d e d  two  fin e  wi n s  dr o p p i n g  on l y  on e  

sin g l e  ga m e .  He  de s p a t c h e d  Li a m  Ca r s o n  fro m  Yo r k s h i r e  1 1/7,  

12/10,  13/1 1  an d  the n  De a n  Ro s e  fro m  Ke n t  1 1/8,  1 1/3,  5/1 1 ,  1 1/4.  



He  pr o c e e d e d  as  gr o u p  run n e r- up  to  fac e  the  No.  3  se e d ;  Ll o y d  

Gr e g o r y  fro m  Av o n  ran k e d  62 nd  Ju n i o r  in  the  U.K.  Ba n d  co m p l e t e l y  

ov e r w h e l m e d  his  ill u s t r i o u s  op p o n e n t  wi t h  som e  de v a s t a t i n g  

ba c k h a n d s  an d  loo p s  to  wi n  th r e e  st r a i g h t  1 1/5,  1 1/5,  1 1/4.  He  

ev e n t u a l l y  bo w e d  ou t  in  the  qu a r t e r- fin a l s  ag a i n s t  Ch r i s  Ma i n  No.  

1 1  ran k e d  Sc o t l a n d  se n i o r  wi t h  a  com m e n d a b l e  sc o r e  of  7/1 1 ,  

9/1 1 ,  1 1/9,  6/1 1 .

• Men’s  Singles  Band  5 . Jo s h  Ba n d  wa s  ins t a l l e d  as  No. 1  se e d  

an d  ha d  two  po w e r f u l  wi n s  in  his  gr o u p  ag a i n s t  Ad r i a n  Ba r n e s  fro m  

No r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  1 1/5,  1 1/8,  1 1/3;  an d  Ne i l  Ra i n e  fro m  Yo r k s h i r e ,  

1 1/8,  1 1/3,  12/10.  In  the  las t  six t e e n  Ba n d  wa s  in  co n t r o l  wi t h  an  

1 1/3  wi n  in  the  fir s t  ga m e  bu t  the  No.4  se e d  Ni c k  Ra t e  na r r o w l y  

too k  the  ne x t  thr e e  ga m e s  to  kn o c k  the  Je r s e y  yo u n g s t e r  ou t .

SUNDAY  12  TH  :  

• Women’s  Open  Singles.  Ni c o l a  Du k e  ha d  a  tou g h  fir s t  

ma t c h  ag a i n s t  Al i c e  Ho w a r d  fro m  La n c a s h i r e  the  nu m b e r  8  

se e d .  Du k e  pl a y e d  we l l  wi n n i n g  po i n t s  wi t h  we l l  ex e c u t e d  

sm a s h e s  bu t  the  ex p e r i e n c e  of  he r  op p o n e n t  fin a l l y  tol d  as  

sh e  los t  7/1 1 ,  1 1/5,  8/1 1 ,  8/1 1 .  Sh e  the n  ha d  to  fac e  Jo s i e  

Br u c e  ag a i n  to  go  thr o u g h  he r  gr o u p  as  run n e r  up.  On c e  

ag a i n  the y  ha d  a  tit a n i c  ba t t l e  wi t h  Du k e  tak i n g  the  pla c e  in  

the  kn o c k o u t  rou n d  1 1/6,  1 1/4,  10/12,  12/10.  Du k e  fin a l l y  

su c c u m b e d  in  the  las t  six t e e n  ag a i n s t  the  tal e n t e d  nu m b e r  6  

se e d ,  Ha n n a h  Hi c k s  fro m  Ha m p s h i r e  in  thr e e  st r a i g h t  ga m e s .

• Under  21’s  Men’s  Singles.  15  ye a r  old  Jo s h  Ba n d  wa s  

dr a w n  in  the  ve r y  tou g h  Gr o u p  2  in  thi s  hi g h  cla s s  ev e n t .  

De s p i t e  a  sp i r i t e d  pe r f o r m a n c e  in  al l  of  hi s  thr e e  gr o u p  

ma t c h e s  he  wa s  de f e a t e d  by  the  nu m b e r  2  se e d  Da m i e n  

Ni c h o l l s ,  Zh a n g  Da  Sh u a i  an d  Jak e  Sh a w  [bot h  al s o  hig h e r  

ran k e d].



• Men’s  Open  Singles.  Cr a i g  Ga s c o y n e ,  the  Isl a n d ’ s  

De v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e r  wa s  com p e t i n g  in  hi s  fir s t  Gr a n d  Pr i x  of  

the  se a s o n .  Ins t a l l e d  as  se v e n t h  se e d  he  ha d  a  go o d  sta r t  in  

hi s  gr o u p  be a t i n g  the  ve r y  ex p e r i e n c e d  Ju l i e n  Gi t t e n s  fro m  

Yo r k s h i r e  1 1/6,  1 1/4,  1 1/5.  Sc o t t  Ba r t o n  fro m  Sc o t l a n d  

su r p r i s i n g l y  be a t  Ga s c o y n e  3— 1  9/1 1 ,  1 1/4,  8/1 1 ,  9/1 1  as  

the  Je r s e y  pla y e r ’ s  st y l e  of  pla y  su i t e d  the  Sc o t ’ s  ow n  

ma t c h p l a y . T h e  sa m e  wa s  tru e  of  Ga s c o y n e ’ s  ma t c h  ag a i n s t  

Ll o y d  Gr e g o r y  wh e r e  the  Av o n  pla y e r  fed  of f  the  sp e e d  of  

Ga s c o y n e ’ s  sh o t s  wi t h  wi n i n g  blo c k s  an d  co u n t e r s  to  

el i m i n a t e  the  Je r s e y  pla y e r  3-0.  Jo s h  Ba n d  wa s  ha n d e d  

an o t h e r  tou g h  dr a w  in  Gr o u p  2  bu t  st i l l  m a n a g e d  to  rat t l e  the  

No.  2  se e d  Wa n g  Zh e n g  wi t h  a  gr e a t  pe r f o r m a n c e  los i n g  

na r r o w l y  9/1 1 ,  9/1 1 ,  8/1 1 .  He  wa s  ou t  for  rev e n g e  ag a i n s t  

Yo n a t a n  Ca s p i  fro m  Yo r k s h i r e  wh o  ha d  be a t e n  him  in  the  

pr e v i o u s  Gr a n d  Pr i x  in  Ca r d i f f .  Ba n d  los t  the  fir s t  tw o  ga m e s  

7/1 1 ,  8/1 1  bu t  rec o v e r e d  br i l l i a n t l y  wi t h  so m e  tra d e m a r k  top  

sp u n  ba c k h a n d s  an d  for e h a n d s  dow n  the  line  to  tak e  the  

ne x t  thr e e  ga m e s  1 1/5,  12/10,  1 1/4  an d  the  ma t c h  3— 2.  He  

wa s  el i m i n a t e d  fro m  the  sin g l e s  by  Ma r k  Ba n k s  from  

Be r k s h i r e  3-0  wh o  pr o v e d  to  be  too  st r o n g .

• In  all  a  good  result  for the  Jersey  players.  


